
January 21, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

Commissioners were present.   

Chairman Jacobson read a “Thank You” note received from Thronson Construction following receipt of 

funds from the CARES Act Grant.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the 

removal of the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, stating the check had been found by the township officer.  A/T 

Hanson also had the addition of David Stene, CFO, with some budget matters, and also included the 

addition of a resolution authorizing final payment of $247,300 in G.O. Watershed Bonds.  Commissioner 

Hall also requested to be added with an EDA report.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the agenda with changes.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 5th meeting, 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward discussion regarding the Extension Committee, and the lack of any 

interest shown following the ad in the newspaper for two weeks for Commissioner Redland’s District.  

Commissioner Redland will contact a couple of people that had been thought of through the Extension 

Committee to see if they would be willing to serve on the Extension Committee.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a resolution for authorizing final payment of the $247,300 in G.O. 

Watershed Bonds that were used for the Perley and Hendrum Levee project.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 01-21-2021-1, A Resolution Authorizing Final Payment 

of $247,300 in G.O. Watershed Bonds.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll 

call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays, the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the 

resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Commissioner Hall gave a short EDA Report to the board noting that they had two vacancies on their 

board, one in the City of Halstad and one in the City of Hendrum.  Commissioner Hall noted that 

generally the city that has the vacancy recommends someone to the vacant position.  She noted that the 

City of Halstad is looking for someone, and noted that the City of Hendrum had recommended John 

Kolness for their representative on the board.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve John Kolness as the City of Hendrum representative 

on the EDA Board.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion then moved to having the EDA Board administer the MN Business Relief Grant, as they had 

done with the CARES Act Funds.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to have the Norman County 

EDA Board administer the MN Business Relief Grant and to allow the EDA to receive administration 

funds for taking on this task.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, gave her COVID update.  Director 

Kjono noted that Public Health directors are frustrated between the Federal/State guidelines and 

directives and the lack of vaccine.  Ms. Kjono noted there are two active cases in Norman County at this 



time.  She also noted that they have given the first round of vaccines to the Assisted Living residents as 

well as residents of the Group Homes.   

At 9:50 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to adjusting property/casualty 

insurance premiums for the Sheriff’s Dept from the General Government Administration to the Sheriff’s 

Dept in the budget and then in the future the budget line item will be in the Sheriff’s Dept and all 

offices/departments will be treated alike.  This will make for easier reporting and tracking in the future.   

Chairman Jacobson called for a short break. 

At 10:03 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board.  Before moving to his written 

agenda, Engineer Berndt noted that he had recently received two letters of resignation from long 

standing employees.  He received a letter from Dan Blasey, the Assistant Superintendent, whose last day 

will be February 28, 2021.  The second letter he had just received that morning from Dan Hayden, 

Engineering Tech, whose last day will be March 31, 2021.  Keith requested approval to work with Galen 

on replacing these two employees.  Commissioner Bommersbach inquired as to whether they would be 

promoting from within, and Engineer Berndt noted that he would be looking to see if anyone was 

interested in taking on those responsibilities.  Consensus of the board was that Keith could work with 

Mr. Cariveau, HR, to replace these two employees.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a suggested resolution in support of the Federal 

Recreational Trail Program Grant Application.  Engineer Berndt noted that it had been some time since a 

resolution had been done, and the Federal Recreational Trail Program had suggested that Norman 

County update their resolution of support.  A question was raised as to whether the Agassiz Recreational 

Trail included the trail from Ada to the Polk County line, and Engineer Berndt noted that he didn’t feel 

the Ada to Polk County line trail could be incorporated into the Agassiz Trail as they do not connect so 

one could ride the trail continuously.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 01-21-2021-2, 

a Resolution of Support for the Federal Recreational Trail Program Grant Application.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was 

adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item of discussion was a proposal for Rinke Noonan to provide drainage training for the 

Norman County Commissioners at the February 2nd Board meeting.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agreement with Rinke Noonan on the 

presentation at 11:00 a.m. on February 2, 2021.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

The next item brought before the board was a proposed release of part of a highway easement in 

connection with the Lower Wild Rice River Project.  This release was proposed by the WRWD and 

questions were asked that Engineer Berndt did not have the answer to at the time and therefore, the 

proposed release was tabled.   

Engineer Berndt then moved to a quote from Frontier Precision Inc. for GPS survey equipment.  After 

some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the purchase of the GPS survey 

equipment from FPI.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s list was a proposal to complete coring operations and perform Cold 

In-place Recycling (CIR) mix design for CSAH 3 from TH 75 to TH 9 in Shelly Twp, Norman County, MN, 



project being approximately 13.2 miles.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve the contract with Braun Intertec for performing the Cold In-place Recycling mix design.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   

Engineer Berndt then proposed a Resolution of Support from Sponsoring Agency with regard to the 

Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) funds that are available for local agency projects meeting 

certain criteria, whereas non-state aid cities and townships require a county sponsor to apply for the 

LRIP funding, and the City of Ada has requested that Norman County sponsor the application for 

improvements of West Main Street from 5th Ave West to 210th Avenue, through their resolution 2021-

01-01.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 01-21-2021-3 A Resolution of Support from a 

Sponsoring Agency.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the 

resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At this time Engineer Berndt pulled the proposed resolution of support for Waukon Township with 

regard to an LRIP project for improvements of 430th street at TH 200 going north approximately 1 mile, 

as he has not received a resolution from Waukon Township at this time.   

The final item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was discussion on the proposed Highway building.  Engineer 

Berndt noted that currently they have approximately 13,000 sq ft and the proposed design would give 

them 50,000 sq ft.  Keith noted the current building is not serving their needs very well.  Engineer Berndt 

stated that of the $9,000,000 proposed cost, approximately $2,800,000 is office space and the 

remaining $6,200,000 is maintenance and storage space.  He also noted that if they did not proceed 

with plans, he would be coming with a request at budget time with a large request for repairing the 

existing building.  After lengthy discussion, Chairman Jacobson asked the Building Committee to meet 

and come back to the board with options as to repair of the existing building, partial new construction, 

or a complete new project along with their recommendation as to which way to proceed at this time.   

At 10:40 a.m. the board set about the task of setting the county ditch levies for payable year 2021.  A/T 

Hanson read each ditch aloud and the commissioner from that district recommended the percentage for 

the levies, ranging from 5% to 750% due to several ditch cleaning projects that were undertaken in 2020 

and were quite costly.   The list of ditches and levies is available in the A/T Office.   

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board informing them of a mediation 

meeting to be held on February 12th at 9:00 a.m.   

At 11:15 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board regarding the Flood Plain Ordinance Hearing.  

Chairman Jacobson opened the hearing with no members of the public present.  Mr. Johanson noted 

the last County Flood Plain Ordinance Amendment had taken place in 2016, and this amendment had 

been recommended for section 2.3 the Incorporation of Maps by Reference, maps, tables and flood 

profiles all prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and which are on file in the 

Norman County Environmental Services Office.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt                   

CR 01-21-2021-4 A Resolution for Flood Plain Ordinance Amendment for Norman County.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  Chairman Jacobson closed the hearing 

having no members of the public attending.   



Chairman Jacobson then opened the hearing on the Renewable Energy Ordinance.  There was no one 

from the public in attendance.  After limited discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt 

CR 01-21-2021-5 A Resolution for Norman County Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment and 

Norman County Renewable Energy Ordinance Adoption.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file 

in the A/T Office.  Chairman Jacobson closed the hearing on the Renewable Energy Ordinance.   

Chairman Jacobson then opened the hearing for the Feedlot Ordinance Amendments.  There was no one 

from the public present.  Garry Johanson noted the Norman County Board of Commissioners had 

approved the Norman County Zoning Ordinance on May 6, 1971.  The original Zoning Ordinance 

included feedlot setback requirement language, however, the need for Biosecurity protection with 

swine breeding facilities has become a critical matter.  Also, a Right to Farm Ordinance is important for 

the future of Norman County’s agricultural livelihood.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 

01-21-2021-6, A Resolution for Feedlot Ordinance Amendments – Biosecurity, Feedlots & Right to 

Farm.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 

passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  Chairman Jacobson closed the 

hearing on the Feedlot Ordinance Amendments.   

Chairman Jacobson asked Commissioners if they had reviewed the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $ 122,491.68   Road & Bridge - $ 52,310.35 Forfeited - $955.50 

Public Health - $ 6,280.23  Solid Waste - $ 1,298.02 County Homes - $379.87 

TOTAL - $ 183,715.65 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.    

 

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


